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THE WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM IN NORTH DAKOTA



WEATHERIZATION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Reduced household energy usage and cost

Improved housing condit ions,  which in turn improves health and safety

Reduced greenhouse gas emissions

Increased resi l ience to cl imate change impacts

The U.S.  Department of  Energy's Low-Income Weatherizat ion Assistance Program works to

increase the energy eff ic iency of homes owned or occupied by low-income persons,

reducing their  total  resident ial  energy expenditures,  and improving their  health and safety.

The program operates in every state,  Distr ict  of  Columbia,  among Native American tr ibes,

and U.S.  terr i tor ies .  

North Dakota Community Act ion Agencies have been weatheriz ing homes across the state

since 1976.  Since 2011,  more than 11 ,000 homes in North Dakota have been equipped with

energy-conservat ion measures helping ease the burden of those low-income households.  

The benefits  to home weatherizat ion are many,  including:  

Weatherizat ion funds are targeted to the most cost-eff ic ient conservat ion measures,

determined from an on-site energy audit .  Locally-based,  tra ined energy auditors use

advanced diagnost ic equipment such as blower doors,  manometers,  and infrared cameras to

create comprehensive analyses of  homes to determine the most appropriate,  cost-effect ive

measures and ident i fy any specif ic health and safety concerns.   Each energy conservat ion

measure must return a minimum of $1 .00 in savings for every $1 .00 expended in labor and

mater ial  costs (also cal led the SIR requirement) .

There are nine general  categories from which an energy auditor may choose based upon

their  abi l i ty to save energy:  

General  Heat Waste

Att ic Insulat ion

Wall  Insulat ion

Perimeter Insulat ion

Window Treatments to Prevent/Mit igate Heat Loss

Door Treatments to Reduce Heat Loss

Furnace Eff ic iency Measures

Building Repair

To reduce energy costs for  low-income famil ies,  part icularly for

the elderly,  people with disabi l i t ies,  and chi ldren,  while ensuring

their  health and safety.

Weatherization Mission
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Low-income households carry a larger burden for energy costs,

typical ly spending 13 .9% of their  annual income on energy compared to

3% for other households.

Did You Know?

$372
First-Year Energy Savings

per family

In the f i rst  year fol lowing weatherizat ion services and upgrades,

famil ies see energy savings of  approximately $372 and cont inue to see

similar  savings year after year .   In cold weather cl imates,  such as those

in North Dakota,  households may also see a reduct ion in heat ing costs

by approximately 30% .  

In North Dakota,  the Weatherizat ion Assistance Program completed

weatherizat ion services on 1 ,060 homes between January 2020 and

December 2021 .  These homes wil l  experience an approximate l i fet ime

energy savings of  $6,581,982.  

In addit ion to energy savings,  the weatherizat ion assistance program

also helps reduce the environmental  impact associated with ineff ic ient

housing stock.  Resident ial  energy usage in the United States accounts

for one-f i f th of  al l  greenhouse gas emissions.  Weatherizat ion not only

reduces greenhouse gas emissions which improve air  qual i ty ,  i t  also

lessens the stress on the power gr id .  The use of durable,  energy

eff ic ient mater ials also make homes more resi l ient to the effects of

cl imate change.  

1060
01/01/2020 to 12/31/21

homes weatherized

$6,581,982
Lifetime Energy Savings

Heating Bill Reduction in
Cold Weather States

~30%

ENERGY SAVINGS AND
ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

Household energy usage comprises approximately 22% of total  energy consumption in the

United States with Americans spending,  on average,  more than $230 bi l l ion each year on

home energy.  Low-income households often carry a larger burden for energy costs

compared to other households.  One of the most important goals of  the Weatherizat ion

Assistance Program is to help al leviate the heavy cost burden low-income households face

through cost-effect ive bui lding shell  improvements  and,  in doing so,  assist  those

households in becoming more self-suff ic ient .
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$14,148

  Non-Energy Benefits   
Per Unit

$514

Household Out Of Pocket
Medical Cost Savings

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
BENEFITS
Non-energy benefits  are a tremendous value for the famil ies whose homes have been

weatherized.  Research has shown a decrease in health care ut i l izat ion by weatherized

households which leads to lower out of  pocket medical  costs by an average of $514.  The

total  health and household benefits  for  each unit  averages $14,148.  For those  that are

Medicaid insured,  there can be fewer Medicaid claims result ing in a decl ine in annual

Medicaid costs per year .  

Physical  changes made during weatherizat ion have been shown to reduce or prevent

symptoms of Bronchit is ,  Al lergies,  and Chronic Obstruct ive Pulmonary Disease (COPD),  as

well  as reduce Asthma attacks in exist ing asthmatic occupants .  Studies have also shown

about a 65% reduction in the mean number of  hospital  v is i ts  for  asthma pat ients .   

Weatherizat ion measures also reduce irr i tants and al lergens such as mold,  dust mites,

extreme heat/cold,  humidity,  pests,  and moisture.  This can help decrease instances of

respiratory symptoms that would normally result  in missed school or  work,  emergency

room vis i ts ,  and hospital  admissions.   In addit ion,  weatherizat ion measures that help

el iminate pests and reduce the need to crowd for warmth,  may also help reduce

infect ious disease transmission.

The poor housing condit ions found in many homes pr ior  to

weatherizat ion increase the r isk of  accidental  in jury such as tr ips,

fal ls ,  and electrocut ions.  Weatherizat ion measures help reduce the

r isk of  accidental  in jury making the overal l  l iv ing environment safer .  

Weatherizat ion can also reduce poverty-related stressors faced by

occupants .  Their  overal l  better general  health,  improved sleep qual i ty ,

feel ings of  safety and the abi l i ty to al locate more money to

necessit ies l ike food and medicat ion improves occupants mental  and

social  health .

Seniors,  in part icular ,  benefit  f rom receiving weatherizat ion services

which can make their  home safer and keep them healthier .  These

services increase a seniors abi l i ty to remain and age in their  own home

and community safely,  independently,  and comfortably .  

Reduction in Asthma
Related Hospital Visits

65%
Improves mental
and social health

by reducing
stressors and
improving

feelings of safety
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WORKFORCE 
RELATED BENEFITS

Contractors and
Suppliers

280+

The Weatherizat ion Assistance Program ut i l izes local  contractors to help provide other

special ized services (e .g .  electr ic ians,  HVAC technicians,  plumbers,  etc . ) .  The program also

obtains their  suppl ies/equipment from a var iety of ,  pr imari ly ,  local  vendors.  Across the

state,  the program has partnered with approximately 280+ area contractors and vendors to

aide in complet ing their  work.  The cont inued purchase of equipment and suppl ies for

weatherizat ion projects as well  as special ized services received by contractors indirectly

supports employment in var ious other sectors of  the economy through out the state and the

nat ion.

The Weatherizat ion Assistance Program plays an essent ial  part  in introducing and deploying

technology as well  as faci l i tat ing greater industry adoption.  Weatherizat ion Program

managers,  tra iners,  and technical  experts were key in developing the "Guidel ines for Home

Energy Professionals, "  a collaborat ive,  industry-wide effort  to establ ish work qual i ty

specif icat ions,  job task analyses,  tra ining program accreditat ion,  and nat ionwide

cert i f icat ions for home energy eff ic iency retrof i t  workers .

The Weatherizat ion Assistance Program has created an industry -  producing new jobs and

technologies while helping those households who need i t  most .  

Jobs Supported Nationwide

8500+
The Weatherizat ion Assistance Program benefits extend well  beyond

the individual  household,  helping to spur economic growth within

communit ies .  The program is the largest whole-house energy retrof i t

program in the nat ion and i t 's  workforce is  highly ski l led and trained.  

The program directly supports 8500+ jobs nat ionwide and

approximately 60 dedicated weatherizat ion staff  in the state of  North

Dakota alone.   Agencies that faci l i tate the program also have staff

(e .g .  human resources,  f iscal ,  etc . )  that provide essent ial  support  to

those who work directly with the program.

The suppl ies and equipment purchased by the Weatherizat ion

Assistance Program indirectly support  employment in var ious

sectors of  the economy (e .g . ,  f i rms that produce insulat ion,

manufacture furnaces,  etc . ) .

Did You Know?
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60
Dedicated

Weatherization
Staff in 

North Dakota



From January 1 ,  2020 to May 31,  2022,  the Weatherizat ion Assistance Program in North

Dakota completed 1 ,268 projects statewide.  The rate of  completed weatherizat ion projects

slowed in recent years due to a var iety of  factors including the COVID-19 pandemic,  as

well  as supply chain issues and workforce shortages.   The program has now begun to

return to normal levels of  operat ion,  however the program is st i l l  facing supply chain

related issues l ike supply shortages and wait  t imes for certain mater ials ,  as well  as a

continued need for addit ional  staff ing,  There are approximately 400+ North Dakota

households currently on the wait l ist  to receive weatherizat ion services with that number

continuing to grow. 

Region 5
Total Served

Region 6Region 7Region 8
Total ServedTotal ServedTotal Served

Region 4
Total Served

Region 3
Total Served

Region 2
Total Served

Region 1
Total Served

Completed Projects By Region

75 223 259 143

18811917586
Total Completed Statewide

1268

Completed Projects

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4

Region 5

Region 6

Region 7

Region 8

75

223

259
143

188

119

175

86

State Totals 1268

Labor Costs*

$128,674.27

$560,751.68

$330,512.40
$260,322.27

$356,822.42

$203,382.38

$249,949.31

$173,204.35

$2,263,619.08

$234,517.18

Material Costs**

$97,460.33

$383,992.05

$489,949.57

$387,512.85

$300,434.09

$366,437.54

$201,344.97

$2,461,648.58

Total Completed Projects and Actual Direct Labor/Material Costs

*   Direct labor costs do not include travel time, training, administrative tasks, etc.

** Direct material costs include supplies to complete weatherization projects not including office
supplies and other items needed to administer the program. 

495
Senior Households

REGIONAL NUMBERS
AND OUTLOOK
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Once a weatherizat ion appl icat ion has been

received and approved,  households may

wait  approximately 2 months before an

est imate is  completed.   After the est imation  

has concluded, households often must wait ,

on average,  an addit ional  2 months before

weatherizat ion crews can begin work on the

project .  

There are a var iety of  factors that

contr ibute to these wait  t imes including the

staff ing levels in each region,  avai labi l i ty

and t ime to obtain special ized mater ials ,

and avai labi l i ty of  contractors for

special ized work (e .g .  electr ic ians) .  Once

crews begin their  work,  the process

normally takes on average 3-4 days for

them to ful ly complete.

There are currently 11  weatherizat ion crews

across the state of  North Dakota with a total

of  42 crew members.  Community Act ion

Agencies throughout the state are act ively

recruit ing for addit ional  workforce including

crew technicians,  administrat ive staff ,  and

more to help ensure that famil ies are

receiving the services they need as quickly

as possible.  

623
Households with Children

Weatherization Served



IN CONCLUSION
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The long-standing benefits  of  the Weatherizat ion Assistance Program are many and var ied.   

The program has histor ical ly been a successful ,  cost-effect ive investment to both the state

of North Dakota and the nat ion as a whole.   As the largest resident ial  energy eff ic iency

program, i t  plays a v i tal  role in reducing the heavy burden of energy costs for  low-income

famil ies while providing economic and environmental  benefits  to many communit ies

throughout the nat ion.  

Americans spend around 90% of their  t ime indoors,  much of i t  in their  own homes.

Substandard l iv ing condit ions can cause ser ious health problems for those that reside in

them.  The Weatherizat ion Assistance Program helps those who need i t  the most obtain a

healthy,  safe,  indoor environment which is  essent ial  for  their  overal l  health and well-being,

This also al lows seniors to age in place in a safe,  comfortable dwell ing in their  own famil iar

communit ies .

Many homes across the nat ion are i l l-equipped to handle the stresses associated with

cl imate change,  including extreme heat and cold.  The services provided by the

Weatherizat ion Assistance Program help make those dwell ings more resi l ient to the effects

of cl imate change and the threat of  extreme weather events,  as well  as reducing

resident ial  greenhouse gas emissions.

Across the state,  weatherizat ion crews work to complete weatheriz ing as many homes as

possible despite challenges l ike supply chain issues,  workforce shortages,  and higher

costs for  mater ials and equipment .  Their  work is  integral  and the services they provide to

households leave a last ing impact for  the occupants of  the home, their  communit ies,  and

the state.  

The Weatherizat ion Assistance Program not only helps those households who need i t  most

thr ive,  i t  also works toward revital iz ing communit ies across the nat ion by reducing

environmental  impacts,  spurr ing job growth,  and leading the way in industry innovat ion and

technology.
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COMMUNITY ACTION
IN NORTH DAKOTA

Community Act ion changes people’s l ives,  embodies the spir i t  of  hope,

improves communit ies,  and makes America a better place to l ive.  We care

about the ent ire community,  and we are dedicated to helping people help

themselves and each other .

The Promise of Community Action

Community Act ion Agencies were or iginal ly establ ished under the Economic Opportunity

Act of  1964 to f ight America's War on Poverty .  By combining local ,  state,  pr ivate,  and

federal  resources the Community Act ion Agencies enable low- and moderate-income

people of  al l  ages to secure the opportunit ies they need to obtain and maintain self-

suff ic iency.  

Region 1:  Community Action Partnership -Will iston/Dickinson Regions

Region 2:  Community Action Partnership -  Minot Region

Region 3:  Dakota Prair ie Community Action Agency

Region 4:  Red River Valley Community Action Agency

Region 5:  Southeastern North Dakota Community Action Agency

Region 6:  Community Action Partnership -  Jamestown Region

Region 7:  Community Action Program - Bismarck Region

Region 8:  Community Action Partnership -  Will iston/Dickinson Regions

Establ ished in 1976,  the Community

Act ion Partnership of  North Dakota is  a

pr ivate,  non-prof i t  membership

organizat ion representing the seven

Community Act ion Agencies in North

Dakota.  Community Act ion Agencies in

North Dakota provide programs and

services in al l  53 counties .   We serve

the collect ive interests of  our members

and the low-income populat ion of  the

state through representat ion and

educat ion.  In addit ion,  the Community

Act ion Partnership of  North Dakota

administers several  statewide programs

including the Support ive Services for

Veteran Famil ies (SSVF) program, the

Weatherizat ion Assistance Program

(WAP),  ND Rent Help,  and Sportsmen

Against Hunger .

https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/wap-fact-sheet_0622.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/wap-fact-sheet_0622.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/wap-fact-sheet_0622.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/wap-fact-sheet_0622.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/wap-fact-sheet_0622.pdf
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